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The balloting continued for hours without a result, until the twenty-eighth ballot, when General Hancock received 144 votes. One more ballot would have deeided it in his favor had not the Convention adjourned at this juncture. Naturally the crowds continued throughout the night, and despatches were received by General Hancock at intervals, insisting that he should commit himself in favor of certain individuals, in the event of his nomination. I le received positive assurances that if the desired promises were made, nothing should prevent his receiving the nomination on the first ballot in the morning. The same reply was sent in each and every easc^: **I shall promise nothing, nor commit myself in any way."
The resull is well known, and the parties nearest to success knew well the machinations that were used to embarrass the Convention and defeat the popular candidate, resulting in the presentation of ex-Governor Seymour's name to the Convention on the following morning, lie received the nomination on the twenty-second ballot. After the defeat of Governor Seymour for the Presidency, the Radical journals asserted that General Hancock had refused to vote, and was dissatisfied with the result of the Convention, which accounted for his inactivity during the canvass; but this assertion was not heeded, nor would it have been be denied that he had fully earned such a tribute. Before yielding up his command in the Fifth Military District, General Hancock was approached by friends, and urged to be a candidate for the Presidency. He would not listen to these appeals, nor allow his name to be used in any manner to further his own advancement; everything that was done was through enthusiastic friends and supporters.
